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1. A Note from the RC10 President Dasarath Chetty 
 

21 February 2021 
 
Dear ISA RC10 Members and Colleagues, 
 
I wish you good health during this difficult period caused by the global covid-19 pandemic. 
 
The pandemic itself has given us, as academics and activists, much to think and write 
about. And more to mobilise around. We produced, as RC 10, a publication called 
‘Reflections during the pandemic’ in April 2020, which I attach if you haven’t seen it. 
 
This pandemic has exposed social injustice within a context of global inequality, 
exacerbated by economic collapse; it has again exposed corporate greed and ‘vaccine 
nationalism’ ; with South Africa being one of only a handful of countries in the world 
requesting the World Trade Organisation last year to scrap patents and intellectual 
property rights on health care necessities during a pandemic that threatens all of humanity 
and at a time when many countries can’t afford them. The inability or unwillingness of 
most nations to support such a call is indicative of a civilizational crisis humanity faces. 
Such a call is consistent with the values that underpinned the UN decision to celebrate, for 
the first time on 4 February 2021, the International Day of Human Fraternity. Similarly, the 
UN also declared 20 February the International Day of Social Justice. As RC 10 we are 
obliged to act in a spirit of human fraternity towards the goal of social justice. 
 
So, due to circumstances beyond anyone’s control our meeting planned for Porto Alegre 
had to be taken on-line and after much planning and hard work by the leadership of the 
ISA and Programme Coordinators a stimulating Programme has been arranged. This 
Newsletter is simply a compilation of the RC 10 Programme, including Joint Sessions we 
have arranged with other RC’s. It gives you in an old format the Programme at a glance. It 
comprises 16 sessions and a Business Meeting for Board Members.  
 
Many thanks indeed to Isabel da Costa and Michela Freddano for their tremendous 
contribution to putting this programme together. 
 
Welcome to the IV ISA Virtual Frum of Sociology. 
 

               Dasarath Chetty  

               ISA RC10          

               President 
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